This paper is based on a survey carried out at the request of the Theological and Liturgical Panel of the Church of the Province of East Africa. The dioceses are represented by nulnbers. In the tables the dioceses have been grouped according to both country and founding mission.
The survey was in response to some Kenyan bishops' plea for guidance in a particularly difficult pastoral problem. In the years following independence in Kenya (1963) evangelistic effort has produced larger numbers of converts than during the years preceding Uhuru. This did not cause any surprise, but the very high proportion of elderly men coming forward for baptism did. Practically all of this age group belong to the old traditional Kenya and consequently are polygynist. Accordingly they are disqualified from baptism under existing Canon Law. Some Kenyan bishops felt that to refuse them baptism or to make them monogamist or to cause them to wait until they were incapable of sexual intercourse imposed a burden contrary to the gospel. The fact that polygyny is becoming quite rare among the educated younger generations persuaded these bishops that the old fears that baptism of polygynists would undermine the Church's monogynist ideal could be safely ignored. The survey covered two groups of church officials. The first was the bishops of the Province. A questionnaire was sent to each of them and 100% cooperation obtained. Many of the bishops not only answered the multiple choice questions but also volunteered valuable information regarding their own attitudes towards this vexed problem. Their answers are summarized in Table i . The notes accompanying this table are in the main direct quotations from the bishops' replies, subsequent remarks or synodal decisions.
The second group was those parish priests who attended Trinity College, Nairobi, during the years 19.67 to 1969 inclusive. Their answers are recorded in Table 2 . Since I did not personally conduct the inter-
